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UNH Alumnus Talks About Covering LGBT
News April 3, 2018
Thursday, March 29, 2018
DURHAM, N.H. -- Michael Lavers ’04, international editor for the Washington Blade, the oldest
newspaper in the U.S. covering gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender news around the world, has
been named the 2018 Donald M. Murray Visiting Journalist at the University of New Hampshire. Lavers
will discuss covering LGBT rights abroad Tuesday, April 3 at 5 p.m.in MUB Theater I. The talk is free and
open to the public.
Lavers will talk about his reporting on Cuba's LGBT rights movement within the context of the evolving
status of relations between the U.S. and Cuba; his recent trip to Puerto Rico in the a ermath of




movement during the Trump administration.
“The best part of my job,” said Lavers, “is the fact that I get to speak with activists in countries around the world who trust me to share their stories. The most
challenging part of my job is the fact that I get to speak with activists in countries around the world who trust me to share their stories.”
Lavers has been a sta  writer for the Washington Blade since 2012 and the newspaper’s international news editor since 2015. He has reported from the Deep
South, the United Nations, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Israel, the West Bank and more than a dozen other countries and territories in Latin America
and around the world. He has also appeared on Al Jazeera, BBC, Sirius XM, Telemundo and other English and Spanish-language media outlets to discuss LGBT-
specific issues.
Lavers graduated from UNH with degrees in journalism and Spanish. He grew up in Manchester.
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The University of New Hampshire is a flagship research university that inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000
students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200 programs of study. UNH’s research portfolio includes partnerships with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH,
receiving more than $100 million in competitive external funding every year to further explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space. 
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Michael Lavers ’04, international editor for the Washington Blade, named 2018 Donald M. Murray Visiting Journalist at the University of New Hampshire. 
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